The discovery of the local anesthetic properties of cocain, the active principle of the Erythroxylon coca, has among other things resulted in the production of a crop of nostrums, which are advertised and put upon the market for specific use by injection into the gum-tissue to render the operation of tooth-extraction painless.
It is noteworthy that this method of producing local anaesthesia was not practiced?in fact, was unknown? until after the discovery of the anaesthetic properties ot cocain and its salts. Since then, however, the number ot nostrums offered to the dental profession for this purpose has rapidly increased, until at present their name is legion, and they continue to multiply, seemingly in a geometrical ratio, each and all claiming to be the "best," "safest," and altogether "most satisfactory,"?and apparently the Viewed from a standpoint of a knowledge of their composition, the claims of the proprietors of these nostrums, as set forth in their respective circulars, make interesting reading, with which you are all no doubt quite familiar, but enough has been here quoted to show at least one phase of its character.
The question then arises : Is the use of cocain or its salts in the manner and for the purposes set forth a legitimate procedure under conditions where the operator is not aware of the fact that he is using cocain ? Let us see what the status of the admitted and recognized action of cocain is at present, and whether it is regarded as a uniformly safe drug to use, even with a full knowledge of the rationale of its physiological action and consequent command of the situation which such a knowledge entails, whereby any untoward action of the drug which threatens life may be promptly and intelligently combated.
The deaths which have occurred from cocain administration are quite numerous; current medical and dental literature for the past few years has contained frequent reports of such fatalities. My object in bringing these data before you has been to call your attention not only to what I regard as a breach of the spirit of our Code of Ethics, but a condition of affairs which seems to me to constitute a real danger to the dental profession and the community at large, and it is in the spirit of this belief that I commend these statements to your consideration.?Dental Cosmos.
